
VOLTZ, Alexander  
Curtain!

 There once was a man who lived under an apple tree.

A single-sentence, off-the-cuff story. But also, when deconstructed, an informed story. 
The subject is a ‘man’. Why? Did I subconsciously draw inspiration from myself, or 
the West’s ever-endearing patriarchy? Regardless, I am certainly in keeping with that 
European narrative trope of ‘there once’. And why an ‘apple tree’? Am I recalling that 
fortunate coincidence involving Isaac Newton, or something else?

My point being that all stories are informed. Recounts, obviously, draw on the past. 
As does narrative fiction, but it also draws on the present and the predicted future 
as well. Gene Roddenberry’s Star Trek, for example, with all its innovative wonder, 
assumes that sapient beings will still wear uniforms in the twenty-third century.

Curtain! is my reaction to the fact that fiction is merely a perspective of reality. That 
fact should terrify you as much as it does me. Most school students have read Orwell 
and Atwood; if not, they’re well aware of franchises like Star Wars and The Hunger 
Games. Really, how unfamiliar are the dystopian societies that dominate these stories? 
In its recent history, Australia has seen five different Prime Ministers in as many 
years. Not exactly an optimised democratic utopia.

There exists a story in Curtain!, its beginning and end coated in bleak reality. I wonder 
what that story will be for you. And when the ratchet signifies the theatre’s falling 
curtain, I wonder if you will realise.

As a brief, closing aside, I also really wanted to write a waltz.
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